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publication is enclosed herewith. 



Respectfully submitted, 



RANKIN, HILL, PORTER & CLARK LLP 



By 



/David E. Spaw/ 



David E. Spaw, Reg. No. 34732 



4080 Erie Street 

Willoughby, Ohio 44094-7836 

(216) 566-9700 



F rom : 81 333201 393 Page: 3/18 v Date: 2/1 4/2007 1 1 : 08: 46 PM 



The. 



nam \ 

Office 



For Innovation 



Honda Motor Co., Ltd 

c/o Haseltine Lake & Co 

Redcliff Quay 

120 Redcliff Street 

BRISTOL 

BS16HU 



Your Reference: P105565GB01/JRC 
Application Not GB0624216.8 



The Patent Office 
Patents Directorate 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road, Newport 
South Wales, NP10 8QQ 

Examiner: 01633 814904 
♦E-Mail: tony.imartin@patenLgov.uk 
Switchboard: 01633 814000 
Fax: 01633 814444 
Minicora: 08459 222250 
DX: 722540/41 Cleppa Park 3 
http://www.patent.gov.uk 



25 January 2007 



Dear Sirs 



Patents Act 1977: 

Combined Search and Examination Report under Sections 17 and 18(3) 



Latest date for reply: 



25 May 2007 



I enclose two copies of my search and examination report and a copy of the citation. 



By the above date you should either file amendments to meet the objections in the report or 
make observations on them. If you do not, the application may be refused. 



Publication 



I estimate that, provided you have met all the formal requirements, preparations for 
publication of your application will be completed soon after 27 February 2007. At this time 
you will receive a letter confirming the exact date when the preparations for publication will 
be completed. This letter will also tell you the publication number and date of publication of 
your application. However, it should not be relied upon as a reminder if vou are intending to 
withdraw your application before publication. 



Withdrawal/amendment 



If you wish to withdraw your application before it is published you must do so before the 
preparations for publication are complete. WARNING - after preparations for publication 
are complete it will NOT be possible to prevent publication. 

If you wish to file amended claims for inclusion with the published application you must do 
so before the preparations for publication are completed. If you write to the Office less than 3 
weeks before 27 February 2007 please mark your letter prominently: 



tUse of E-mail; Please note that e-mail should be used for correspondence only. 
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Examiner 
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Tony Martin 
01633 814904 
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Patents Act 1977 

Combined Search and Examination Report under Sections 17 & 18(3) 
Allowance of the divisional date 

1 . Your request that this application be treated as having been filed on 1 8 August 2004, 
which is the same date of filing as your earlier application number GB0603155.3, has been 
allowed. 



2. The description should be brought into agreement with the claims of the present 
divisional application to clearly distinguish between those features and drawings that relate to 
the present invention and those that relate to the parent application. 

In particular the statement of invention and other passages on page 5 should be brought into 
agreement with the claims of the present application. 
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Relevant 
to claims 


Identity of document and passage or figure of particular relevance 
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Not 
applicable 


JP2004105991 A 
Honda see abstract 



Categories: 



X Document indicating lack of novelty or inventive 
step 

Y Document indicating lack of inventive step if 
combined with one or more other documents of 
same category. 

& Member of the same patent family 



A Document indicating technological background and/or state 
of the art 

P Document published on or after the declared priority date but 
before the filing date of this invention. 

E Patent document published on or after, but with priority date 
earlier than, the filing date of this application. 
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